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 Capital Punishment Rhetorical Analysis Essay Rubric
	CONTENT: INTRODUCTION
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Hook contains an attention getter to make the reader want to read on

	
	
	
	
	

	Article Summary includes 2-3 sentences summary which mentions key “characters”, includes title and author if not included in hook.  Can include definitions of rhetorical devices.
	
	
	
	
	

	Thesis includes an explanation of how authors use different rhetorical devices to exert influence on readers, and contains a blueprint for your body paragraphs.
	
	
	
	
	


	CONTENT: BODY PARAGRAPH #1 (Chunks 1 &2)
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Topic Sentence includes name of rhetorical device, its definition, your opinion relating to the device and furthers argument presented in your thesis
	
	
	
	
	

	1st CHUNK: Concrete Detail includes Transition, Lead-in, Quote, and correct punctuation “---“(#).
	
	
	
	
	

	1st CHUNK: Commentary #1 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device
	
	
	
	
	

	1st CHUNK:  Commentary #2 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device, goes beyond the obvious, and stays focused on facts  in the article
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd CHUNK: Concrete Detail includes Transition, Lead-in, Quote, and correct punctuation “---“(#).
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd CHUNK: Commentary #1 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd CHUNK Commentary #2  includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device, goes beyond the obvious, and stays focused on facts  in the article
	
	
	
	
	

	Concluding Sentence(s) states which author uses the rhetorical device to greatest effect, explains why, and reiterates opinion using synonyms

	
	
	
	
	


	CONTENT: BODY PARAGRAPH #2 (Chunks 3 & 4)
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Topic Sentence includes name of rhetorical device, its definition, your opinion relating to the device and furthers argument presented in your thesis
	
	
	
	
	

	3rd CHUNK: Concrete Detail includes Transition, Lead-in, Quote, and correct punctuation “---“(#).
	
	
	
	
	

	3RD CHUNK: Commentary #1 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device
	
	
	
	
	

	3RD CHUNK: Commentary #2 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device, goes beyond the obvious, and stays focused on facts  in the article
	
	
	
	
	

	4TH CHUNK: Concrete Detail includes Transition, Lead-in, Quote, and correct punctuation “---“(#).
	
	
	
	
	

	4TH CHUNK: Commentary #1 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device
	
	
	
	
	

	4TH CHUNK: Commentary #2 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device, goes beyond the obvious, and stays focused on facts  in the article
	
	
	
	
	

	Concluding Sentence states which author uses the rhetorical device to greatest effect, explains why, and reiterates opinion using synonyms 
	
	
	
	
	


	CONTENT: BODY PARAGRAPH #3 (Chunks 5 & 6)
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	5TH CHUNK: Concrete Detail includes Transition, Lead-in, Quote, and correct punctuation “---“(#).
	
	
	
	
	

	5TH CHUNK: Commentary #1 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device
	
	
	
	
	

	5TH CHUNK: Commentary #2 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device, goes beyond the obvious, and stays focused on facts  in the article
	
	
	
	
	

	6TH CHUNK: Concrete Detail includes Transition, Lead-in, Quote, and correct punctuation “---“(#).
	
	
	
	
	

	6TH CHUNK: Commentary #1 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device
	
	
	
	
	

	6TH CHUNK: Commentary #2 includes explanation of how the CD is an example of chosen rhetorical device, goes beyond the obvious, and stays focused on facts  in the article
	
	
	
	
	


	CONTENT: CONCLUSION
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Restate Thesis includes synonyms to express the same ideas or opinions found in the thesis statement for the essay
	
	
	
	
	

	Summary includes brief summary of main arguments (CDs) in your body paragraphs, as well as quick examination of authors’ uses of devices
	
	
	
	
	

	Concluding Sentence ends by explaining in several sentences which author uses rhetoric the most effectively overall, does not use “I” 
	
	
	
	
	


CONTENT SCORE ____/112     
	MECHANICS
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	1. Paragraphs are correctly indented

	
	
	
	
	

	2. Uses correct spelling and word choice


	
	
	
	
	

	3. Uses correct punctuation (periods, commas)


	
	
	
	
	

	4. Uses correct capitalization (names/places)


	
	
	
	
	

	5. Uses correct sentence structure (no run-ons/fragments)


	
	
	
	
	

	6. Uses present tense verbs


	
	
	
	
	

	7. Uses correct spacing (double space, one  inch margins)


	
	
	
	
	

	8. Uses correct heading and title


	
	
	
	
	


MECHANICS SCORE ____/32
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Essay Total _______/144
    Percentage  _______  

Rhetorical Analysis Essay Final Score  _______/100
